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MEDIA RELEASE 

 

Stadler Variobahn for London completes successful test run in 

Chemnitz 

 

• Six Stadler trams will be running in Croydon near London from spring 2012 

 

Berlin/Chemnitz, 4 January 2012. The Variobahn from Berlin rail vehicle manufacturer Stadler 

Pankow GmbH has successfully completed its test run and will shortly be delivered to London. 

Last summer, British tram operator London Tramlink ordered six Variobahn five-carriage trams, 

with an option on eight more vehicles, in order to provide modern transport capacity to meet 

increasing demand in the Croydon tram network. 

 

The Variobahn already underwent additional test runs on the premises of Chemnitzer Verkehrs-

AG (CVAG) in late 2011. Prior to this, a representative of TAB Sachsen had checked the vehicle 

over and approved it for tests on the CVAG network. 

 

Michael Daum, Director of Stadler Pankow GmbH, explains: “The Variobahn will be delivered to 

London on schedule in mid-January for driver training.” He continues: “We are delighted about 

this first order from Great Britain. It goes to show that the modular construction system is not only 

a popular one in Germany, but also goes down well across Europe.” The modular construction 

produces individual trams that are tailored to the relevant infrastructure and specifications of the 

operator. They are extremely flexible in terms of their length, width, track gauge and contact wire 

voltage. 

 

The Variobahn for Croydon offers a real benefit for passengers with restricted mobility. The 100% 

low flooring with a maximum floor height of 385 mm guarantees easy embarking. The 

bidirectional vehicles can seat 72 with standing room for 134 passengers, and can reach 

maximum speeds of 80 km/h. The Variobahn has a length of 32,370 mm and a width of 

2,650 mm. As well as state-of-the-art equipment, the vehicles have comfort features such as air-

conditioned passenger and driver compartments and ergonomically designed driver cabins. The 

tram also meets the fire safety requirements for vehicles used in tunnels in accordance with DIN 

5510. As of spring 2012, all six vehicles will be available for service on the Croydon tram 

network. 
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Stadler Rail Group, system supplier of customer-specific solutions for rail vehicle construction, 

has locations in Switzerland (Altenrhein, Bussnang, Winterthur and Biel), in Germany (Berlin-

Pankow, Berlin-Hohenschönhausen, Berlin-Reinickendorf and Velten), in Poland, Hungary, the 

Czech Republic, Italy, Algeria and in the USA. The Group has a workforce of about 4,000 people, 

of which over 2,500 are based in Switzerland. The best-known vehicle series from Stadler Rail 

Group are the articulated multiple-unit train GTW (553 trains sold), the Regio-Shuttle RS1 (497 

trains sold), the FLIRT (718 trains sold) and the double-decker multiple-unit train KISS (133 

trains sold) in the railway segment, and the Variobahn (290 vehicles sold) and the Tango (101 

vehicles sold) in the tram segment. Furthermore, Stadler Rail manufactures metre-gauge trains, 

passenger carriages and locomotives and is the world’s leading manufacturer of rack-and-pinion 

rail vehicles. 
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